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SECTION 10 : RURAL SETTLEMENTS
Note: Refer to Section 6 for Issues, Methods of Implementation, and Environmental Results Anticipated.

10.1 OBJECTIVES
The objectives contained in this section are specific to the Rural Settlements Resource Area. Theobjectives contained in the following sections, particularly Section 6, are also relevant to thesubdivision, use, development and protection of land in the Rural Settlements Resource Area:Section 3.3 (Manawhenua)Section 6.3 (Urban Areas)Section 12.3 (District Wide Issues)Section 13.3 (Infrastructure, Energy and Utilities)Section 14.3 (Heritage)Section 15.3 (Financial Contributions)Section 16.3 (Subdivision)Section 17.3 (Hazards)

10.1.1 Objective - Maintenance and Enhancement of AmenityValuesTo maintain and enhance the amenity values of the ruralsettlements to ensure that they remain pleasant places inwhich to live while enabling a wide range of activities to beconducted.

Cross ReferenceIssues 6.2.1, 6.2.5Policies 10.2.1,10.2.3

10.1.2 Objective - Sustainable Management of Utility ServicesTo manage the development of rural settlements to ensurethat the sustainable management of utility services includingroading is promoted.

Cross ReferenceIssue 6.2.2Policies 10.2.1,10.2.4

10.1.3 Objective - Waste DisposalTo manage the development of rural settlements to ensurethat any adverse effects of waste disposal on the health andsafety of the community is avoided, remedied or mitigated.

Cross ReferenceIssues 6.2.1, 6.2.5Policies 10.2.2.,10.2.5
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10.2 POLICIES
The policies contained in this section are specific to the Rural Settlements Resource Area. Thepolicies contained in the following sections are also relevant to the subdivision, use, developmentand protection of land in the Rural Settlements Resource Area:Section 3.4 (Manawhenua)Section 6.4 (Urban Areas)Section 12.4 (District Wide Issues)Section 13.4 (Infrastructure, Energy and Utilities)Section 14.4 (Heritage)Section 15.4 (Financial Contributions)Section 16.4 (Subdivision)Section 17.4 (Hazards)
10.2.1 Policy - Maintenance of Environmental QualityTo enable a wide range of activities to be conducted withinrural settlements while ensuring that such activities do notcompromise the existing environmental quality of these areas.

Cross ReferenceObjective 10.1.1Rules 10.3.2(i)10.3.6
ExplanationRural settlements are characterised by an open form ofdevelopment which is an essential element in the amenity valueof these areas. Provided this character is maintained or enhanced,a diversity of activities will be encouraged. It is alsoacknowledged that those activities that locate adjacent to anexisting rural activity should take steps to mitigate the effects thatthe existing rural activity may have upon them.

10.2.2 Policy - Disposal of EffluentTo ensure that development occurs only on sites that arecapable of accommodating the safe and efficient disposal ofany effluent generated, including stormwater.

Cross ReferenceObjective 10.1.3Rules 10.3.2(i)10.3.6(iii)
ExplanationRural settlements are not reticulated with sewer systems.Development must recognise this limitation to ensure that groundwater and surface water quality and the health of the communityis maintained.

10.2.3 Policy - Maintenance of Residential Amenity ValuesTo ensure that adverse effects on amenity values important toresidential activities in rural settlements, in particular:(a) Privacy,(b) Access to daylight and sunlight,(c) A lack of intrusive noise, particularly noise fromtraffic and industrial activities, and(d) Open character of development,are avoided, remedied or mitigated.

Cross ReferenceObjective 10.1.1Rules 10.3.2(ii)10.3.3, 10.3.4,10.3.5, 10.3.6

ExplanationRural settlements contain predominantly residential development.They are attractive places to live due to their low density of
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development and convenient access to local services andfacilities.
10.2.4 Policy - Safe and Efficient Roading NetworkTo restrict development within rural settlements that willcompromise the safe and efficient operation of the roadingnetwork.

Cross ReferenceObjective 10.1.2Rules 10.3.4(ii)10.3.6
ExplanationSome rural settlements are located on State highways and arterialroads. Development proposals will be assessed to ensure that thesafety and efficiency of those roads are not compromised.

10.2.5 Policy – Restriction on Intensive SubdivisionTo restrict closer subdivision within rural settlements unlessprovision is made for effective sewage disposal.
Cross ReferenceObjective 10.1.3Rules 10.3.2(i),10.3.3(i), 10.3.5,10.3.6(iii)ExplanationIntensive subdivision and subsequent development in thesesettlements has the potential to adversely effect ground waterresources. The minimum allotment size selected will avoid theadverse effects of low density development.



Central Otago District Plan 1 April 2008 Page 10:4Rural Settlements

10.3 RULES
Note: In considering a resource consent application under rules in this Plan, in the absence ofspecific policy in this Plan the Council may have regard to other policies related to assessmentmatters, including relevant policies in the Regional Policy Statement for Otago, and regional plans.
See also Sections 3 and 14 – Manawhenua and Heritage Buildings, Places, Sites, Objects and Trees.

10.3.1
(i)

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES
Compliance with StandardsAny activity that is not listed as either a controlled, discretionary(restricted), discretionary, or non-complying activity and thatcomplies with the rules and standards set out in Sections 12 to 15of this Plan and the standards set out in Rule 10.3.6 is a permittedactivity.

Cross ReferencePolicy 10.2.1

ReasonActivities that comply with the standards set out in Rule 10.3.6and that are not listed below are activities that maintain andenhance the amenity values of these areas. The standardscontained in Rule 10.3.6 address the following matters;1. Residential amenity2. Keeping of animals3. Provision of services
Note: Sections 12 to 15 contain a number of general rules thatapply across the district. Section 12 addresses access, parking,noise, signs and lightspill. Section 13 addresses the developmentof infrastructure, energy production facilities and utilities.Section 14 addresses general heritage issues. Section 15 dealswith matters relating to financial contributions. Section 16 thatrelates to subdivision and Section 17 that relates to hazardscontain general provisions to complement Resource Area rules.Section 18 contains the definitions of words used throughout theplan.

(ii) Scheduled Activities and Existing Community FacilitiesAny scheduled activity identified in Clause 19.3.1 of Schedule19.3 and identified as a scheduled activity on the planning mapsand any other community facility lawfully established prior tonotification of this Plan is a permitted activity.

Cross ReferencePolicy 10.2.1

ReasonSee reference at Section 1.2.9 of this Plan (page 1:12).
10.3.2 CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES

(i) SubdivisionSubdivision for the following purposes shall be a controlledactivity:(a) Network and public utilities.(b) The creation of reserves.(c) Heritage items.(d) Boundary adjustments.(e) Community facilities.

Breach:discretionaryactivity see Rule10.3.4(i)
10.3.2(i)(cont'd)
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Council shall exercise its control in respect of the followingmatters:1. The area of the proposed allotment taking into considerationthe proposed use of the allotment; amenities of neighbouringproperties; and the site’s ability to dispose of waste (ifrequired).2. The location, design and construction of access, and itsadequacy for the intended use of the subdivision.3. Public access requirements.4. The provision of services and their adequacy for the intendeduse of the subdivision.5. Any amalgamations and easements that are appropriate.6. Any financial contributions necessary for the purposes set outin Section 15 of the Plan.7. Any other matters provided for in section 220 of the Act.
Any application made under this rule will generally not be notifiedor require the written consent of affected persons except thatwhere a State highway is affected the written comment of TransitNew Zealand will be required.
ReasonSubdivision for these activities has only a limited effect on theenvironment. A minimum allotment size to control density ofdevelopment is not considered appropriate given the purpose ofthese activities.

(ii) Non-Residential ActivitiesExcept as provided for in Rule 10.3.3, Rule 10.3.4 and Rule10.3.5, non-residential activities that comply with Rule 10.3.6(excluding the bulk and location requirements of Rules 10.3.6(i)and 7.3.6(iii)) are controlled activities
Council shall exercise its control in respect of:1. The size, design and specific location of signs and their effecton visual amenity values and the safe and efficient operationof the roading network.2. The bulk and location of buildings where they exceed theminimum standards specified in Rule 7.3.6(iii) and theireffects on the amenity values of adjoining properties and thesettlement in general.3. The provision of parking, loading and manoeuvering areaswith respect to the activity’s effect on the roading network.4. The size of the site in relation to the amount of effluent thatmay be generated by the activity, and the ability to safelydispose of effluent and stormwater on-site, withoutcompromising health, and the quality of ground and surfacewater resources.5. The provision of any landscaping and fencing necessary tomitigate adverse visual effects.
Any application under this rule will generally not be notified if thewritten approval of affected persons is received.

Cross ReferencePolicies 10.2.110.2.3, 10.2.4
Breach:discretionaryactivity see Rule10.3.4(i)

10.3.2(ii)(cont'd)

Reason
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Non-residential activities in these settlements are generally of alimited scale. The effects of such activities can generally bemitigated by conditions of consent.
(iii) Scheduled Activities and Existing Community FacilitiesAny extension, upgrade or expansion that changes the character orincreases the intensity or scale of the effects of a use that hasstatus as a scheduled activity identified in Clause 19.3.1 ofSchedule 19.3 and identified as a scheduled activity on theplanning maps or of any other community facility lawfullyestablished prior to notification of this plan is a controlled activity.

Council shall restrict exercise of it’s control to the followingmatters:1. The provision of access, parking, loading and manoeuveringareas.2. The size, design and location of any signs.3. Methods to avoid, remedy or mitigate effects on existingactivities including the provisions of screening, landscapingand noise control.4. The design and colour of buildings.5. Impact on landscape values.
Any application made under this rule will generally not be notifiedif the written consent of affected persons is received.

Breach:discretionaryactivity see Rule10.3.4(i)

10.3.3
(i)

DISCRETIONARY (RESTRICTED) ACTIVITIES
Subdivision(a) Except as otherwise provided for in Rule 10.3.2(i) andRule 10.3.4(iii) subdivision shall be a discretionary(restricted) activity provided that the minimum allotmentsize shall be 1000m2.
Council shall restrict the exercise of its discretion to the following:1. The adequacy of the allotment in respect of its ability to safelydispose of effluent and stormwater on-site, withoutcompromising health, and the quality of ground and surfacewater resources.2. The location, design and construction of access and itsadequacy for the intended use of the subdivision.3. Earthworks necessary to prepare for the site for occupationand/or use.4. Subdivisional design including the shape and arrangement ofallotments to: Facilitate convenient, safe and easy access. Facilitate access to passive solar energy resources. Facilitate the economic provision of roading andnetwork utility services to secure an appropriateultimate pattern of development. Maintain and enhance amenity values.5. The provision of or contribution to the open space andrecreational needs of the community.6. The provision of an adequate water supply, given the intendeduse of the subdivision.

Cross ReferencePolicies 10.2.110.2.2, 10.2.5
Breach:discretionaryactivity see Rule10.3.4(i)

10.3.3(i)(cont'd)
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7. The provision of adequate network utility services (includingroading) that exist in the settlement, and in particular, thelocation, design and construction of these services.8. Any financial contributions necessary for the purposes set outin Section 15 of this Plan.9. Any amalgamations and easements that are appropriate.10. Any other matter referred to in section 220 of the Act.
Note: see Section 16.7 General Standards (pg 16:14) for thestandards that are likely to be imposed as conditions of consent.
Any application under this rule will generally not be notified orrequire the written approval of affected persons.
ReasonThe adverse effects of subdivision can generally be overcome byappropriate conditions and standards. Discretionary (restricted)activity status gives the flexibility in terms of notification and alsoallows Council to refuse consent in extreme circumstances. Theminimum allotment areas reflect the existing density in theseparticular towns and will ensure, in most circumstances, thateffluent can be safely disposed of on site.

(ii) Breach of StandardsAny activity that fails to comply with any of the standardscontained in Rule 10.3.6 (except for standard 7.3.6(xi),incorporated by Rule 10.3.6(i)) is a discretionary (restricted)activity.
Council shall restrict the exercise of its discretion to the followingmatters:1. The effect on amenity values of neighbouring properties, inparticular access to sunlight and maintenance of privacy.2. The effect on the amenity values of the neighbourhood.3. The effect on the safe and efficient operation of the roadingnetwork.
Any application made under this rule will generally not be notifiedwhere the written approval of affected persons is received.

Cross ReferencePolicy 10.2.3

ReasonFailure to conform with these standards has status as adiscretionary (restricted) activity to enable assessment of suchactivities in terms of section 105 of the Act. Council has flexibilityin terms of whether to notify any application. In some instancesdiscretionary (restricted) activities will only have a minor effectand do not justify notification. Applications will be processedunder delegated authority where affected neighbours have giventheir written approval to the proposal. Applicants have greatercertainty in that attention can be focused upon those mattersidentified for consideration. This will in turn increase efficiencyin processing any such applications.

10.3.3(ii)(cont'd)

(iii) Relocatable BuildingsThe relocation of a previously used building intended for use as adwelling (excluding previously used accessory buildings or Cross ReferencePolicy 10.2.3
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garages) that does not comply with standard 7.3.6(xi)(incorporated by Rule 10.3.6(i)) is a discretionary (restricted)activity.
Council shall restrict the exercise of its discretion to the following:
 The proposed timetable for completion of the work required toreinstate the exterior of the building and connections toservices. The design and appearance of the building followingreinstatement.
Any application made under this rule will generally not be notifiedor served where the written approval of affected persons has beenobtained.

Breach:discretionaryactivity see Rule10.3.4

ReasonIn the past Council has experienced difficulties with thecompletion of reinstatement works in respect of dwellingsrelocated to new sites. These buildings sometimes requireexterior upgrading and repair and may be left on the site in anunfinished state. Consequently they can have significant adverseeffect on local amenity values. Discretionary (restricted) activitystatus enables the Council to consider whether a delay incompleting the exterior reinstatement of a particular building isappropriate and to impose conditions that will ensure amenitystandards are maintained. Previously used accessory buildingsand garages are not subject to this rule.
(iv) Family FlatAccommodation for a dependent member of the household in afamily flat that is in addition to an existing dwelling on a site is adiscretionary (restricted) activity.

Council shall restrict the exercise of its discretion to the effect thatthe additional building may have on the amenity values ofneighbouring properties and the subject property, and anyservicing requirements and measures necessary to ensure that thefamily flat remains on the site for a temporary duration.
Any application under this rule will generally not be notifiedwhere the written approval of affected persons has been obtained.ReasonWhile provision for dependent household members serves acommunity need, consideration must be given to the effects suchdevelopment may have on neighbouring property owners andservices.

10.3.3(iv)(cont'd)

(v) Relocatable BuildingsThe relocation of previously used buildings for any purpose, otherthan for use as a dwelling (excluding previously used accessorybuildings or garages), is a discretionary (restricted) activity.
Council shall restrict the exercise of its discretion in respect of theeffect the building may have on the amenity values of the
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neighbourhood and adjoining properties including (but not limitedto) the following:1. Ensuring the building finish is of a reasonable standard.2. Ensuring the building is of a character in keeping with theremainder of the neighbourhood.3. The provision of landscaping and fencing for the purposeof screening.Council may exercise the bond provisions of section 108(1)(b) ofthe Act in respect of such activities.
Council will not notify any application under this rule where thewritten approval of affected persons has been obtained.
ReasonIn the past Council has experienced difficulties and expressions ofcommunity concern with dwellings located to new sites. Thesebuildings sometimes require exterior upgrading and repair andmay be left on the site in an unfinished state. Consequently theycan have a significant adverse effect on local amenity values.Discretionary (restricted) activity status enables Council toconsider whether a particular development is appropriate and toimpose conditions that will ensure amenity standards aremaintained. Previously used accessory buildings and garages arenot subject to this rule.

10.3.4
(i)

DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES
Breach of StandardsAny activity that fails to comply with Rules 10.3.2 and/or 10.3.3is a discretionary activity.

Cross ReferencePolicy 10.2.2

ReasonDiscretionary activity status enables a full consideration of theeffects of non-compliance with this rule, before consent is grantedor refused.
(ii) Vehicle Maintenance and ServicingAny activity that has the effect of attracting vehicles to the site forthe purpose of refuelling, servicing, maintaining and/or storingthose vehicles is a discretionary activity.

Cross ReferencePolicies 10.2.310.2.4

ReasonThe generation of high levels of traffic has significant adverseeffects on amenity values of Rural Settlements, particularly interms of noise levels and the safe and efficient operation of roads.
10.3.4(ii)(cont'd)

(iii) Subdivision of Land Subject to HazardsSubdivision that involves land that is subject to or potentiallysubject to the effects of any hazard as identified on the planningmaps or land that is or is likely to be subject to material damageby erosion, falling debris, subsidence, slippage, or inundationfrom any source is a discretionary activity.
Any application under this rule will generally not be notified butis to be accompanied by written comment obtained from a
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qualified professional that addresses the risk associated with thehazard and any remedial measures necessary to avoid, remedy ormitigate the effects of the hazard.
ReasonSubdivision of land subject to the effects of a hazard will besubject to careful consideration. See Section 16 Subdivision andSection 17 Hazards.

10.3.5
(i)

NON-COMPLYING ACTIVITIES
Noxious EffectsAny activity that:(a) Disposes of waste onto land (excluding compostingactivities associated with normal residential gardeningactivities); or(b) Houses or involves the intensive confinement of animalsor plants; or(c) Requires a licence as an offensive trade within themeaning of the Third Schedule of the Health Act 1956; or(d) Uses, stores or generates hazardous substances thatexceed the limits specified in Schedule 19.14 (providedthis does not apply to emergency service activities)
is a non-complying activity.
Notes: 1. Consents may also be required from the OtagoRegional Council for activities described in (a) and (c).

2. Codes of practice and guidelines recognised byindustry may be relevant to the consideration of applications.Examples include the Code of Practice for the Design, Installationand Operation of Underground Petroleum Storage Systems 1992;Supplement No 1 Management of Existing UndergroundPetroleum Storage Systems. June 1995; Environmental Guidelinefor Above ground Bulk Tank Containment Systems; and theAustralian/New Zealand Standard 1596:1997 LP Gas Storage andHandling and Supplement 1, 1994 Siting of LP Gas AutomotiveOutlets.

Cross ReferencePolicies 10.2.317.4.5

ReasonThese activities may generate significant adverse effects that canhave a major impact on the amenity values of Rural Settlements.
10.3.5(i)(cont'd)

(ii) Buildings on Land Subject to HazardsThe erection of any buildings on any part of a site identified onthe planning maps as being subject to a hazard or on land that is oris likely to be subject to material damage by erosion, fallingdebris, subsidence, slippage, or inundation from any source is anon-complying activity.
ReasonLocating buildings on areas of known hazard can compromise thehealth and safety of people and communities. Establishment ofbuildings in these areas would need to avoid risk altogether



Central Otago District Plan 1 April 2008 Page 10:11Rural Settlements

before being permitted.
10.3.6

(i)

STANDARDSThe following standards relate specifically to activities whichoccur within the Rural Settlements Resource Area. There areother rules and standards contained in Sections 11, 12, 13, 14, 15and 16 of this Plan which may also apply to activities which occurin the Rural Settlements Resource Area.
Residential AmenityAll activities shall comply with the standards applied also in theResidential Resource Area set out in Rule 7.3.6(iii),(iv),(v),(vii)and (xi), of this Plan.
ReasonThe standards identified in these rules relate to:1. Bulk and location of buildings2. Maximum coverage3. Carparking4. SignsThese standards are applicable to Rural Settlements.

Cross ReferencePolicy 10.2.3

Breach:discretionary(restricted)activity see Rules10.3.3(ii),10.3.3(iii)

(ii) Keeping of AnimalsThe keeping and/or grazing of animals shall be conducted so thatsuch animals do not create a nuisance to the occupants ofadjoining or nearby properties and avoids damage to the stabilityof the banks and margins of streams and rivers
Cross ReferencePolicy 10.2.1

ReasonThe grazing of sheep and horses and the keeping of other animalsis a generally accepted practice in Rural Settlements.
Breach:discretionary(restricted)activity see Rule10.3.3(ii)
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(iii) Provision of Services(a) Effluent DisposalAny site intended to accommodate a household unit or anyactivity that generates human effluent shall be eitherconnected to an existing sewerage scheme at the owners cost(provided that scheme has the capacity to accommodate thewaste generated) or if such a scheme is not available the siteshall be capable of effective disposal of effluent safely withinthe site.
Note: Consents may be required from the Otago RegionalCouncil.

Cross ReferencePolicies 10.2.2,10.2.4
Breach:discretionary(restricted)activity see Rule10.3.3(ii)

(b) Water SupplyAt the time of subdivision, or prior to the issue of buildingconsent to erect a residential building, the owner shallprovide a safe and adequate water supply. This water supplyshall be obtained from a source which is protected fromcontamination by animal sources and the activities that maycause contamination occurring or likely to occur within thecatchment. The water will be of a quality which does notrequire any form of treatment, shall be adequate in quantityand where the supply is obtained outside the boundaries ofthe property, secured by permanent agreements andeasements. The final product must meet the Ministry ofHealth Standards as defined in “Drinking Water Standardsfor New Zealand 1995”.
Note: Historically water for domestic use has sometimes beentaken from irrigation water races. In general this water is knownto be grossly contaminated and presents a danger to the health ofthe user. In recent years the Council has insisted on a safe watersupply being provided for all new residential buildings. For allpractical purposes the only water supplies which meet the criteriaoutlined above are those taken from bores, wells and springs. It isonly on very rare occasions that water can not be obtained in thismanner. In these instances any alternative requires scrutinythrough the mechanism of a resource consent.
ReasonDevelopment within Rural Settlements has the ability tocompromise amenity values and water quality. These servicesmitigate those effects and are to be installed at the cost of thedeveloper rather than the general ratepayer.


