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Ioppose the Land Use Consent to construct,operateand maintainan industrialsolarfacility

and would liketo startmy submission withthefollowingpointssupported by researcharticles

and theCentralOtago DistrictCouncil’sLong Term Plan.

Thefollowingpointswillincludeenvironment,health& wellbeing,pollution,trafficand firerisk.

Environment:-InreferencetotheCODC Long Term Plan on pages 11 (4,6,7 & 8)and page 13

the CODC statesit’sstrategicobjectivesaretosupportcommunityoutcomes bythe

“Protectionofproductivelands”.To supportoutdoor recreationalactivities“e.g“Dark skies”.

Support clean lakesand rivers.Includingthe statement thatProductiveland& ruralsettlement

isprotected.Operatinginharmony withour naturalenvironment.Celebratingand preserving

ourwide open spaces. Infrastructuraldevelopment isenvironmentallyconscious and that

environmentalimplicationshave been considered.

The Maniatotoarea isa unique landscape and as such italsohas people livinglocallythatrely

on thisfactfortheirbusinesses/income,includingartists,photographersincludingan award

winningphotographer,as wellas Dark skiesobservations,railtrailbikingtours,mountain

biking,wildernesstours,justto name a few.As wellas these businessestherehave been

movies made inthisarea due tothisunique landscape witha movie beingfilmedinthisarea,

currently.

The glarefrom 660 hectaresofsolarpanelswillhave a significantimpact on many people &

theirlivelihoods.There willalsobe glareatnightas wellas the day which willdisturbhumans

butalsowildlife& neighbouringfarm animals.Driverswillbe affectedby thisglareas thisroad

isusedregularlydespiteitbeinga dirtroad.

We liveinan extreme temperature environment withtemperatures attimes colderthan

minus11degrees centigradeinwinter& above 30 degrees centigradeinsummer incombination

withextreme winds.We can getsnowfallatany time ofyear.As wellas these factors,thewhole

ofNew Zealand isan earthquake prone zone withthe alpinefaultoverdue,currently.

Itiscommon togetgrassfiresintheManiatoto& surroundingareaswhichcanquicklygetoutof

controland requiresquickactionfrom our dedicatedvolunteer rstresponders which can

includevolunteersfrom otherdistrictsbuttakestime forextrasupportdue toour remote

geographicallocation.Inthe case oflithiumbatteriesbeingstoredatthisproposed sitewithup

to 32 batteriespercontainer& thefactthatany amount ofmoistureinsidethese containers

would destabilizethe lithiumbatterytostarta chemical reactionof“thermalrunaway” which

ensues fire,explosion&the releaseofhighlytoxicgases.The resultingplume willcause a

threattolife& cannot be put outwithwater & could burn fordays.

Allthesefactorswillleadto higherriskfactorsfordamage & a shortened lifespan tothe solar

panels & lithiumbatteries.Because ofdamage tosolarpanelswhich currentlycontainLead &

Cadmium, thereispotentialforthesetoxicchemicals to leachintosoils& waterways. Ifthis

were tooccur thiswould be a majorthreatto our health& wellbeing,as wellas contamination

ofproductivefarmland.Please see articleinsupportofthese identifiedrisks.

Ihave had 37 yearsofexperienceas a Nurse obtainingmy BachelorofNursingin2004. Ibelieve

the risksofthisconsent applicationbeingapproved by Councilwillleadto irreversibledamage

toourenvironmentaswellasourhealth&wellbeing.

*The effectsofleachingofthe leadand cadmium intothe landwillalsobe absorbed by farm

animals and wildlifeenteringthefood chainand consequently enteringthe human body.These



dangerous/toxiochemicals have an accumulative effect& cannot be removed. The symptoms

& sufferingthatwillfollowinclude

Table 1:Generalisedclinicalsymptoms ofPb poisoninginhumans

1/Mouth Slurredspeech, unusualtaste,blue linealongthe gum

2/ Eyes Hallucinations,Blindnessofpartsofvisualfield

3/EarsHearingloss

4/SkinPallorand/or lividity

5/LiverLead-inducedoxidativestress,cholestasis.Decreasedfunctionofliver

6/KidneyStructuralfailure,effecton theexcretoryfunction

7/CentralNervous System Loss ofappetite,depression,cognitivedeficient,headache,

memory loss,coma

8/Blood Anaemia

9/Stomach Nausea, pain,constipation,diarrhoea

“Cadmium doesnotdisintegrateand can be leftinthebody,soil,water& airfora longtime.The

Cd concentrationinsoilsolutionhas a greatereffecton water tablesand plantsdue to its

highermovement and leachingcapacity.Cd isa gastric& pulmonary irritantwhich ifingestedor

inhaledcan displaythefollowingsymptoms such as a burningsensation,stomach pain,shock,

vomiting,nausea, salivation,vertigo,muscle cramps, etc

Even inminute concentrationthese chemicals have potentialtodo serious/severeharm as they

accumulateintheenvironment(watersources)& animals(foodchain)& alsohumans.

Excerptson Lead & Cadmium sourced from a reviewarticle.Pleasesee referencelistforfurther

detail.

Another health& wellbeingconcern isthe effectofthe Electromagneticfieldaround large-scale

solarfarms forpeople livingaround thevicinity.The World HealthOrganisationhas advised

thereisa healthriskofelectromagnetichypersensitivityassociatedwithlivingnearto solar

farms.Symptoms can includeheadaches, fatigue,skinrashes,& sleepdisturbances.Cause is

identifiedas exposure toelectromagneticfieldswhich existnearthe solarfarms.Additional

researchisrequired.

Another factoristhatpropertyvalueshave been shown to decrease invaluenear SolarFarms.

Pleasesee supportingevidence inreferencelist.

Thisbeingthe case Ibelievethe proposed consent risksfaroutweigh the benefitsinthisunique

extreme environment.
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